The option to withdraw from chronic dialysis treatment.
This multidisciplinary discussion focuses on the case of a young diabetic woman who chose to stop chronic hemodialysis during a long and complicated illness. The perspective presented here include an academic lawyer's view of such medical decisions; a hospital chaplain's view of the religious framework for end-of-life situations; a clinical psychiatrist's considerations when consulted to evaluate patients in such straits; a transplant nurse's view of the opportunities for personal interaction that such clinical situations present; and a renal social worker's approach to chronic illness, advance directives, and death in the dialysis patient population. The discussion is intended to address objectively some important issues associated with death in this population, aimed at increasing our willingness to discuss these issues more openly with patients and with our colleagues.